
Section 

President 

Gary Miller 

Gary joined the City of Flagstaff in 2006 where he first started as a Project Manager for the Development 

Engineering program for 9 years, and later taking on the role of Development Engineer for the last 4 

years.  While working in Development Engineering Gary has also served in multiple officer roles for the 

ASCE Northern AZ Branch.  Before coming to the City of Flagstaff Gary worked two years for Kiewit 

Western Co. as an Estimator, Project Engineer and Scheduling Engineer for multiple projects. 

President-Elect 

Jose Aguilar 

Jose is a project manager in aviation and transportation at WSP USA in Tucson, Arizona with 8 years of 

experience. He received his B.S. degree in Civil Engineering in May 2014 from the University of Arizona. 

Jose has been highly involved in ASCE since his undergraduate studies where Jose was an active member 

and served as President and Secretary for the U of A ASCE Student Chapter and is now the practitioner 

advisor of the student chapter. He also sits on the board of the National ASCE Committee on Younger 

Members. Jose has led the Speaker Committee of the ASCE ASHE State Conference. Jose is passionate 

about inspiring the next generation of civil engineers so he started the PVC Bridge Competition which now 

reaches more that 200 students across the state of Arizona. He is currently leading the Arizona Report 

Card 2020 Update. His accomplishments earned him the title as one of the ten ASCE 2019 New Faces of 

Civil Engineering across the nation. His service to ASCE is evident in serving as president, secretary, 

treasurer, president-elect and vice president of the Southern Arizona Branch Younger Member Board and 

recently serving as the Vice President of the Arizona Section. Jose is looking forward to running for the 

position of President-Elect of the Arizona Section. 

Vice President 

Laura M. Spencer, Ph.D., P.E., M.ASCE 

Laura is a licensed Civil Engineer, registered in the State of Arizona. She is committed to growing the 

Arizona section branches, expanding knowledge of resources, and advancing the civil engineering 

profession. 

Laura has been working in the Civil Engineering industry for over 16 years and in Arizona for the past ten 

years. She has been involved in ASCE since 2004, is the current Phoenix Branch Past President and has 

served as the Phoenix Branch Treasurer, Vice President, President-elect, and President (2018-2019 fiscal 

year). Previously she was an active member of the ASCE Younger Members Forum and a member of the 

YMF Fundraising Committee.  

Laura is committed to service in the industry and is a member of the NCEES PE Civil Exam Development 

Committee and the Geo Institute Earth Retaining Structures Committee.  

Laura is passionate about Civil Engineering and is always willing to discuss projects and ideas to learn 

more about the industry and share her passion of Geotechnical Engineering. In her now role as Technical 



Manager she is able to interact, present, and teach engineers across North America the theory and 

implementation of reinforced earth design applications. She has presented her research at several 

national and international conferences and has published multiple journal articles. In addition, she was 

the recipient of the National Science Foundation International Research and Education in Engineering 

grant, which allowed her to collaborate and conduct research with faculty at the University of Tokyo.  

Laura is a graduate of Carnegie Mellon University with a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering, and a 

graduate of Georgia Tech with a Master of Science and a Ph.D. in Civil Engineering, both with a 

concentration in Geotechnical Engineering.  

Secretary 

Eddy F. Ramirez, P.E. 

Eddy is a Geotechnical Project Manager at Terracon Consultants, Inc. with over six years of geotechnical 

engineering experience. He also serves as a Subject Matter Expert for Terracon in the solar sector 

nationwide. Eddy holds a professional license for civil engineering in the State of Arizona. He attended 

Arizona State University (ASU), receiving his Bachelor’s of Science in Engineering in 2012 and Master’s of 

Science in Engineering in Geotechnical Engineering in 2013. He was actively involved in the ASCE Graduate 

Student Organization during his time at ASU. Eddy previously served as the Secretary, Vice-Chair, and 

Chair for ASCE Geo-Institute Arizona Chapter and is thrilled to serve as secretary for ASCE Arizona Section.  

Treasurer 

Karl Rockwell 

Karl Rockwell graduated from the University of Arizona in 1979, and then went to work for the City of 

Tucson as a design engineer in training. Karl moved back to Arizona and was the Assistant County Engineer 

for Yavapai County in Prescott.   Another overseas opportunity came up to practice engineering in the 

world’s newest country, the Pacific island nation of Palau.  In Palau he designed roads and water systems, 

project managed hospital additions, airport terminals, and major bridge repairs.  After two years he 

returned to Arizona to start an engineering firm, which grew to 18 employees at its peak.  Projects 

included commercial development, site design for hospitals, schools and fire stations, residential 

development, drainage studies, and public infrastructure improvements. Karl Rockwell currently works 

for the Maricopa County Department of Transportation (MCDOT), and is the Standards and Review 

manager, providing quality assurance oversite and updating standards and specifications for MCDOT’s 

capital projects and road maintenance programs. Karl is a member of Engineers Without Borders, is an 

Envision Sustainability Professional certified to review and rate projects for sustainability, has been a 

member of the American Society of Civil Engineers since 1980. Karl is currently the Treasurer for ASCE 

Arizona Section, a position he accepted in January 2018. Karl has been through two tax seasons, gathering 

all the financial income and expense data for filing taxes with the IRS.  This has been a challenge, and for 

the second year he reports that all data has been collected and sent to ASCE National for filing Az ASCE 

federal taxes well ahead of the deadline. 

In his free time he plays golf, enjoys dancing with his wife and takes vacations with his children and 

grandchildren. 

  



Phoenix Branch 

President 

Stephanie Templeton, PE 

Stephanie graduated in May of 2011 from Arizona State University with a Bachelor’s of Science in 

Engineering in Civil Engineering and in 2013 with a Master’s of Science in Engineering in Structural 

Engineering.  She currently works in the NSB Group of Gannett Fleming as a Structural Project Manager, 

and has past experience in mining engineering, with over 12 years in the industry.  She has been an active 

participant and on various committees in the ASCE Phoenix Branch Younger Members Group, outreach 

chair, Treasurer, Vice President, and current President-elect for the ASCE Phoenix Branch, a member of 

Society for Women Engineers (SWE), an active member of the Structural Engineers Association of Arizona 

(SEAoA) on their conference committee, and a member of the International Concrete Repair Institute 

(ICRI). At work she sits on the special inspections committee, Future Generations committee, Innovation 

Committee, Connected Women committee and mentors students as part of the CREST program with 

Paradise Valley high school.  She has participated in the senior design mentorship program with ASU civil 

engineering students for the past 7 years and was a team captain this year.  Stephanie holds a professional 

license for civil engineering in the State of Arizona and was one of ENR Southwest’s Top 20 Under 40 for 

2018. 

President Elect 

Skye Gentile, P.E. 

Skye attended Arizona State University, receiving her B.S. in Engineering in 2010 and M.S. in Engineering 

with a Transportation Concentration in 2011. She is a registered engineer in Arizona, Nevada, and Utah 

and a registered PTOE, with over nine years of professional experience. Skye is a project engineer at 

Parsons Transportation Group where she works on a variety of projects within and outside the State of 

Arizona, with her main focus being in Traffic Engineering and Project Management. She is currently serving 

as the Vice President of the Phoenix Branch. Previously she served on the Phoenix Branch YMF board 

through the whole board rotation. Throughout her time as an active member of ASCE, she has participated 

in several outreach events such as Future Cities and E-week as well as help to coordinate many social 

networking events including being a member of the committee for the 2013-2019 YMF Fundraising 

Tournaments. 

Vice President 

Joseph R. Dietrick, PE 

Joseph R. Dietrick graduated from the University of Pittsburgh in 1982 with a Bachelor of Science Degree 

in Civil Engineering. Currently, he is a Managing Engineer with C&S Companies in Phoenix, Arizona. Joe’s 

career path has included working for several engineering consulting firms as well as serving, for 11 years, 

as the Director of Engineering for the Municipality of Murrysville. He is licensed as a Professional Engineer 

in Arizona, Utah, Nevada, Pennsylvania and Ohio and as a Professional Land Surveyor in Pennsylvania. He 

is a Certified Professional in Storm Water Quality through Envirocert International, Inc. Joe has provided 

his time to serving with many diverse organizations. He is a Past President of the Southwest Pennsylvania 

Chapter of the American Society of Highway Engineers and the Laurel Highlands Chapter of the 



Pennsylvania Society of Land Surveyors.  He is the former Chairman of the Board for the Latrobe Industrial 

Development Authority, former Vice Chairman of the Board for the Westmoreland Conservation District 

and former Executive Secretary of the Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts. Currently Joe 

serves as the Secretary of the Phoenix Branch of the American Society of Civil Engineers. 

Secretary 

Brad Donais, PE 

Brad Donais graduated from the University of North Dakota in Grand Forks with a B.S. in Civil Engineering 

in 1994. Brad is a registered engineer in Arizona, California, North Dakota and Minnesota, and has over 

26 years of professional experience, with the last 16 years in the southwest US.  Prior to starting up 

Heptagon Seven Consulting, Brad served as a Vice President, Office Manager and Senior Project Manager 

for the Michael Baker International Office in Palm Desert California.  In his current position as Principal 

and Senior Project Manager, Brad is involved in with both public improvement and private development 

projects in both Southern California and Arizona.  Brad has previously served on the Board of Directors of 

APWA, Southern California Chapter, Coachella Valley Branch for seven years in various 

positions.  Throughout his career, Brad has been active in engineering related outreach functions such as 

Future Cities, Toothpick Bridge Competition, High School Engineering Program Industry Advisory 

Committee, and local advocacy groups for transportation and environmental concerns.  

Treasurer 

B. Kent Lall 

B. Kent Lall is currently Membership Chair of ASCE Phoenix Branch, having served as Outreach Chair 

previously. Kent has been associated with ASCE since 1977 and has chaired several national technical 

committees and specialty conferences. Of note, Kent served as chair of the Urban Transportation Division 

(UTD) prior to its merger with the Transportation & Development Institute (TD&I). Kent chaired the first 

Transportation Congress organized jointly by UTD, Highway Division, Air Transport and Planning & 

Development Divisions (all merged into TD&I) held in conjunction with an ASCE National Convention. Kent 

Lall is Professor Emeritus of Portland State University (Portland, OR) and has lived in Scottsdale since 

retirement. 

  



Phoenix Branch YMF 

President 

Cynthia Alvarez 

Cynthia Alvarez graduated from Northern Arizona University in 2015 where she received a Bachelor of 

Science in Civil Engineering. She is a Project Engineer at Burgess & Niple, Inc. and has approximately five 

years of experience working on transportation projects with a focus on roadway design and transportation 

planning. Cynthia is a registered Professional Engineer in the State of Arizona. Her involvement with ASCE 

began with the NAU Student Chapter where she served as a conference coordinator and treasurer during 

her time there. In the past she has served as the Education (K-12) Outreach Chair and Secretary for the 

PBYMF and most recently as President-Elect. As a member of YMF, Cynthia has actively participated in 

education, community outreach, and social events such as Future Cities, Puppy Pals, and MATHCOUNTS. 

In addition, she has been a part of the annual fundraising committee since 2017.   

President-Elect 

Derek Smith  

Derek graduated from the University of Arizona in 2014 with his B.S. in Civil Engineering. He is currently a 

Project Engineer at Gannett Fleming with a total of six years of professional experience. At Gannett 

Fleming, Derek enjoys the opportunity to work on a wide array of projects and his experience includes 

traffic, roadway, and drainage design. He is the current YMF Vice President. Derek has also served the as 

the YMF Community Service and Outreach Chair for two years and has mentored ASU Students for the 

past three years through the YMF mentorship program. 

Vice-President 

Shane Gutknecht  

Shane Gutknecht graduated from Arizona State University in 2012 where he received a Bachelor of Science 

in Civil Engineering. He is a registered Professional Engineer in the State of Arizona with six years of 

experience. Shane first realized the importance and value of volunteering within our industry during his 

final years of college when he acted as a Future Cities Mentor. This experience was thoroughly enjoyed 

and he has continued to take part in Future Cities for the majority of the last nine years as a model, essay 

and presentation judge. As a professional engineer, Shane has been actively involved with the ITE/IMSA 

Spring Conference Board for the past five years and currently serves as the Social Chair. As a member of 

ASCE and YMF, he has volunteered for the annual fundraising committee since the inaugural year of the 

corn hole tournament. He was also a part of the advisory board and decision making process that led to 

the corn hole tournament replacing a long-running golf tournament. Shane is excited at the prospect of 

joining the current YMF board and looks forward to the chance to serve alongside his peers. 

  



 

Secretary 

Matt Hann 

Matt Hann is a Water Resources Engineer at Black & Veatch with 6 years of experience. He has been 

involved within the Phoenix Branch YMF since graduating from ASU in 2014 and has been the University 

Outreach Chair for the past three years. In this time, he has helped establish a mentor program that brings 

together ASU students with Phoenix Branch YMF members. The program has led to the hiring of many of 

the students to internships and full-time employment. He has a passion for helping lift up others and is 

looking forward to taking on more responsibility within the Phoenix YMF to help the group grow and 

succeed. In his down time, Matt is a runner who has taken on the challenge of ultra-marathons and has 

completed two 50km and one 100km races and is looking forward to training towards a 100 mile race in 

the future. 

Treasurer 

Parker Murphy  

Parker Murphy is currently Secretary for the Phoenix Branch YMF and is looking to run for the Treasurer 

position in the coming election cycle. Parker has been with Southwest Traffic Engineering, LLC for three 

years and has been participating in PB YMF events since moving to Arizona in September 2017- after 

graduating from Oregon State University in June of the same year. Parker believes in the values and 

opportunities provided by ASCE and wishes to continue working with the young leaders of the civil 

engineering industry by seeking to remain on the board for the 2020-2021 year. Outside of work, Parker 

enjoys playing and coaching basketball, swimming laps at the pool, and spending time at home with his 

two dogs. He hopes to continue contributing to the PB YMF by serving on the board once again. 

  



Southern Arizona Branch 

President 

Chelsi Remme, P.E., ENV SP 

 

Chelsi graduated from the University of Arizona with a BS in Civil Engineering and has been working in the 

Water Resources Department at Psomas since 2005.  She has served on various ASCE Southern Arizona 

Branch committees before becoming a board member, including chairing the Discover Engineering at the 

Mall Day committee during Engineers Week for the last 4 years.  Chelsi also serves as one of the Chapter 

Leaders for The Well Armed Woman North Pima County Chapter which helps empower, educate and 

equip women.  Chelsi looks forward to continuing to serve the ASCE Southern Arizona Branch in the role 

of President. 

 
President Elect 

Matt Flores, P.E. 

 

Matt is a Senior Staff Engineer in the geotechnical department at Terracon Consultants, Inc. in Tucson, 

Arizona and has been working there for over 7 years.  He received his B.S. degree in Civil Engineering at 

California State University, Fullerton in Fullerton, CA in 2010.  During his undergraduate studies, Matt was 

an active member of the ASCE Student Chapter as well as Tau Beta Pi Engineering Honors Society at CSU 

Fullerton.  Matt is currently pursuing his Master of Civil Engineering that the University of Arizona with a 

Geotechnical emphasis. He has served on the ASCE Southern Arizona Branch as a Historian, Community 

Service Chair, Treasurer and Vice President. He has specifically volunteered and served in but not limited 

to the following events: MathCounts Golf Tournament, E-Week, SARSEF Poster Competition and many 

others. Matt also continues to be involved with ASCE through the Younger Members Forum and their 

numerous events. 

 

Vice President 

Blake Junak, P.E. 

 

Blake is a project manager for Cypress Civil Development in Tucson, Arizona and has been working there 

for over 3 years.  He received his B.S. degree in Civil Engineering at Michigan State University in East 

Lansing, MI in 2015.  During his undergraduate studies, Blake held multiple internships in geotechnical, 

transportation, and land development roles.  Prior to moving to Tucson, Blake spent 2 years working as a 

land development consultant in Rochester, MN.  He has been a member of the MathCounts Board for the 

past 3 years and has also been a member of the Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southern Arizona’s Junior Board 

and Mentor 2.0 program for the past 3 years. Blake looks forward to the opportunity of joining the ASCE 

Southern Arizona Branch in the role of Vice President. 

 

  



Secretary 

 

Jesus R. Garcia 

 

Jesus Graduated from the University of Arizona with a BS in Civil Engineering. After completing his 

undergraduate studies, he worked in the construction management team for Abengoa, the main 

contractor for the Solana Generating Station, a concentrated solar power plant located west of Gila Bend, 

Arizona. The power plant is currently providing solar energy to around 70,000 homes in the Phoenix Metro 

Area. In 2014, Jesus returned to Tucson to work with the City's Department of Transportation. He started 

at the pavement management program collecting, processing, and analyzing pavement data collected by 

using the Automatic Road Analyzer (ARAN). He was part of the Proposition 101 better street program 

planning team. Currently, his efforts focus on the Engineering Division, managing a range of transportation 

projects during the design/construction phase. He enjoys being part of the public sector and being able 

to help his community every day. 

 

Treasurer 

John C. Oliver, P.E. 

John is a Senior Project Manager at Alta Arizona, a multidisciplinary firm offering civil and geotechnical 

engineering, survey and construction materials testing.  John has lived and worked in Tucson for all but 

one of the past 21 years, graduating from the University of Arizona in 2006 with a B.S. in Civil Engineering. 

Additional studies have included post graduate courses related to water resources through Villanova 

University and he was a 2012 graduate of the ACEC Arizona Leadership in Engineering Administration 

Program (LEAP). John is licensed in Arizona and Colorado and currently holds the designations of LEED AP 

and ENV SP.  

John has previously acted as the ASCE SAB Community Service Chair, ASCE SAB Secretary, participated in 

Legislative Forum Meetings and supported youth STEM programs the branch has been involved in.  John 

enjoys biking and running in his free time and is proud to have been a part of numerous local projects 

which encourage these activities.  

 
 

  



Southern Arizona YMF 

President 

Vanessa Rodriguez, P.E. 

Vanessa recently completed her 6th year as a civil engineer at Kimley-Horn in Tucson, AZ. Prior to receiving 

her Civil Engineering B.S. degree in 2014 from the University of Arizona, Vanessa served as President for 

the Women in Civil Engineering organization and was an active student member of ASCE and ITE. Vanessa 

has served on the ASCE SAB YMF board for the past three years and looks forward to serving on the board 

again. 

President-Elect 

Deanna M. Lopez, P.E.  

Deanna is currently employed as a Civil Engineer with WSP USA, a global consulting firm. Deanna 

graduated from The University of Arizona in December 2013, with a Bachelors of Science in Civil 

Engineering. She has been an American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) member since 2010. Her 

experience with ASCE are as a Student Member, Conference Coordinator for the Student Chapter of ASCE 

(2009-2013) and as the Secretary for the Southern Arizona Branch Younger Member Forum (SABYMF, 

2018-2019). Deanna is also a member of the Southern Arizona Institute of Transportation Engineers 

(SAITE) where she served as the Secretary for the Student Chapter of ITE (2009-2012), and a member of 

Women in Transportation (WTS). Deanna enjoys giving back to the community, attending and helping in 

the planning of various social events and would like to continue serving in the YMF board. 

Vice President 

Benjamin Mitchell 

Benjamin is a Hydrology and Water Resources second-year graduated student at the University of Arizona.  

His BS is in Civil Engineering with an emphasis in Transportation and Hydraulics and is currently interning 

at Psomas. He has been involved with ASCE and YMF through countless club socials, volunteer 

opportunities, and he played roles in the events put on by the student chapter.  To name a few, he was 

part of EWeek and volunteered for the 22nd Annual ASCE SAB YMF Golf Tournament, Southern Arizona 

Construction Career Days (SACCD), and Monte Carlo night.  Last semester, he was the project leader for 

the Sustainable Bottle Dam Competition during the 2019 Pacific Southwest Conference (PSWC).  Upon 

graduation, he was recognized for his support to the ASCE student chanter by reviving a graduation stole, 

given to those the student officers believe deserve recognition. 

Secretary 

Denise Garcia 

Denise is a Civil Engineering grad from the University of Texas at El Paso. She did 3 years of water quality 

research through her bachelor’s degree. During her senior year she got awarded a fellowship from 

Partners of the Americas to work that year on developing a research on sustainable solutions to solve 

environmental issues in Mexico City. She worked on water availability for rural communities. After 

graduation she worked for a developer in El Paso, where she develop a sustainability test plan. In 2019 



she moved to Tucson, Arizona to work at M3 Engineering. Currently she is training in the areas of 

Hydrology and Hydraulics.  

Treasurer  

Daniela Shelley 

Daniela is a civil engineer from El Paso, Texas where she focused on stormwater management. In April 

2019, Daniela joined M3 Engineering & Technology in Tucson where she is now a structural designer. She 

graduated from the University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP) in 2017 with a Bachelor of Science in Civil 

Engineering. Daniela was an active member of UTEP’s ASCE Student Chapter during her undergraduate 

studies. She joined the ASCE Southern Arizona Branch and served on the YMF board as Secretary in 2019. 

Daniela looks forward to builder a stronger connection with the civil engineering community. 

  



Northern Arizona Branch 

President 

Jeremy DeGeyter, P.E.  

Jeremy has been working as a Development Engineering Project Manager for the City of Flagstaff since 

2017.  Previously, he worked in geotechnical engineering for Speedie and Associates in Flagstaff, 

Arizona.  Jeremy graduated from Northern Arizona University (NAU) in 2015 with a Bachelor’s of Science 

in Civil Engineering and in 2016 with a Master of Engineering in Civil Engineering.  Jeremy has previously 

been an officer in the NAU ASCE Student Chapter, holding positions ranging from Fundraising 

Coordinator to President. 

President-elect/Secretary 

Daniel Washburn, P.E.  

 

Danny joined Peak Engineering, Inc. in 2016, where he works as a design engineer. He has worked on 

roadway improvement project for the City of Flagstaff and the City of Page, various infrastructure projects 

at Northern Arizona University, and land development projects for private entities.  Before working for 

Peak Engineering, Danny worked Tower Engineering Professionals in Phoenix as a tower climber and 

project manager. Danny is a Northern Arizona University alumni, graduating in 2013. 

 

Treasurer 

David Millis, P.E.  

Born in Flagstaff, graduated from Flagstaff High School, Bachelor’s in Civil Engineering from Northwestern 

University in Evanston Illinois. Worked four years for Midwest Engineering Services in Chicago as a Staff 

Engineer working on environmental and geotechnical projects.  Moved back to Flagstaff and worked for 

17 years as a Project Manager and Chief Estimator at Loven Contracting, Inc. then 3.5 years operating 

Millis Construction, LLC.  Began position of Development Engineering Project Manager at the City in 

January 2020. 

  



Northern Arizona YMG 

President 

Elizabeth Tague  

 

Lizzie became a part of the SWI team in 2017, shortly after graduating from Northern Arizona University 

earlier that year. She has worked at SWI as an engineer in training under several professional engineers 

and mentors. Lizzie has worked on several wastewater design projects and utility routing plans as well as 

construction observation, inspection, and utility testing for several projects for SWI. 

 
Vice President 

Jake Fleishman, E.I.T.  

 

Jake joined Natural Channel Design, Inc. in 2016 where he has worked as an engineer in training. He has 

worked as a project engineer on projects focused on stream restoration and flood control throughout 

Arizona, Nevada and New Mexico. He is an alum of Northern Arizona University, graduating in 2016 with 

a B.S. in Civil Engineering. 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Jaclyn N. Zibrat, P.E., M.L.E.  

Jaclyn started working as Lead Engineer for Sirius Structures, LLC in 2019. She has performed the structural 

design on a variety of project types including new residential and commercial buildings, residential and 

commercial remodels, and substation steel structures and foundations. Jaclyn has been in Flagstaff, 

Arizona for 10 years and graduated from Northern Arizona University in 2014. 

University Chair 

Sabrina Ballard, E.I.T.   

Sabrina is a project manager for Hubbard Merrell Engineering in Flagstaff, Arizona.  Sabrina has her B.S. 

in Civil Engineering from Northern Arizona University, where she graduated in May 2017.  She started 

working at Hubbard Merrell Engineering as an intern in February 2016 and then joined the team full 

time in 2017 after graduating from NAU.  Sabrina has worked on a variety of projects including challenge 

courses, zip lines, custom homes, and electrical substations.   


